[State of the art of chemotherapy for adult acute leukemia in Japan].
For a disease like leukemia with an annual incidence of 3 to 4 per a 100,000 population, a multicenter cooperative study is essential to develop better therapeutic regimens. Our Japan Adult Leukemia Study Group (JALSG) started its first multicenter cooperative study in 1987. In the AML 87 study, response-oriented individualized induction therapy produced 78% complete remissions in 252 consecutive adult AML, a higher remission rate than that of any multicenter studies in the U.S.A. and Europe. For further development of clinical study for cancer in Japan, financial support to highly qualified clinical study groups by the government is urgently needed.